The battle of the French cruiser-racers is shaping up to
a close contest this season. Andi Robertson checks out
Archambault's much-anticipated new offering, the

distinctly race-orientated A40...
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Thitry A0e N0 AR 0TS prossicor, nor are Lhey
Bt shadrt T prodidtion lines ke, say, he
praduction Corby. Kar of Milly bosls e Wnat
ey 6o 15 Bige the gap batween (he produstion
Crutser-racers and the whort=run of oheoff

Archambaull Yachis are bullt in Dangd 52
Fomain, Halfway efween Paris and Bordeaua this
madirn yird bulios About M0 boals & yoar and
now exports about 60 per cent of their production
outwith France They hawe o growing markst (n the
US, Australiz and New Zealand a5 wedl as o the
nmediate 18T hisker|and.

The A4D's concept |5 = simpée ane: an
wriprebentious 40f racer with 2 very scant
crulsing appeal, Thers i Gitle regarn pald to the
niceties of soft furnishings, hi-tech WCs and sinks
Bernard Mivedt (8 charged with producing & Doat to
a competitive IRC handicap. Ang on inftiad form &
ooky Mg b they have dons the Same king of |ob
thay gid with the ¥5. At Spl Ouest the first three
now AS0RCY took second (to Gery Tranteseaun's
Firit 45 'Lady Courrfer’), ‘ria” took fifth soounting
and Batistyl” seventh in the 40-boat IRC Class 1

Thie Commodores’ Cup and Solent regattas wil
be critical for the A40RC because the world |looks
T [ Ppme waters 1o see whal will be succesiiul
under IRC. Archambault expect at least thres of
the Towr 40RCs will be in French teams for the
Rolex Commaodores’ Cup this summer. They have
sfready sold syl Boaty, Rcluding oae, 0 far, to

Ihie LK wihdeh |5 going 10 tha &y, Bul [l
aspirationg 2re raatively modesh. They only
&apact o w08 abaut 15 S0RCE in ths D! s
wilh Taur boats already in Brittany (Tiger,
Batistyl”, "Paprec, Wria’), one gaing 1o Por)
Camargues, and T already ordersd lor Swade
and Morway the boat ks weil on its way In
Thie comaany Mmit that SCondmis unce
will make their market hard. The J0f marikst Sl
tough and, bl Ehis particular boal wil be SLC0
~ o mot — on the sirengén of the equation of
performance per Eurg, Thers is £0 crsfsing
This & & boat wihich showld do what it says ond
brochure; ‘Optimised bo win regattas’
Archambadt are very passionate aoout the
success af thefr product @nd there is an obvioe
spineolt Tor UK custornerL. When thene are loo
welHoundes teams going at i against each o
France, thea it should be redatively straightio
to get 3 boat off the shelf and fap info that.
knowledgs base ond go guickly from face poa
one, It 55 8 refined turn-key modern IRC racs

Design and build

The fingsh and atiention to detail on the AA0S
wery good. Thoy don't bulid In usury, soperii
covers, flash lockers, or Guoci gas bottle
contaners, They 9o enough {o do the job
i5 i but the standards of the mouldings and
bt gl work i folibile,

Thie hull lo deck join |5 neat and uses mi
flar. The il B infusiormaulded vieges!er
o @ PYC feam cond and the 08ck used A
resin ansier syshem for & PVE Bsam sandwics
realr ebar i Bulidhsedcls oo All AP uLEe mil
0o o reduce weight and mprove stifiness

Thie standsrd rodder iS5 polyester but The
raceboals are using a cusiom @Erbon blane
stock which seighs just MEgs. and (hese ang
evillable. 5o oo are carbon whesls instead
Harviard lilanium F50mm whels.

Thy TREhE g & tworLproater Abloy, Sul
majority of

4 seriows racers will opf for the Fos
Spare g pack In high modulus carbon With
oy spreacers swept 1020 degrees. Tuning
controds include & hydrauiic jack, Farr 40
Rod rigging is stamndard with [he Race Packe
Tha carbon rig adds an estra B42.757, and i
carbon whess and ruddsr an Sxira £36k ap

The hull shape bears 3 family resemiblal
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the A35 with a strefched walerine. The sightly
sauares Klonn &action is @ lilte mone poweriul
perhage with & modes! overhang, which reduces
drap i the Sght stull but adds effective wabertine
as e boat keels.

The ng coempromise cockpit and deck iayout arme
genefaily excellpnl with plenty of space DU ample
Teuinodds, We sailind with a crew of nine and the
ergDRomice. @ven on an orlamiiar boat, were
good. Everything fiefl to hand and il was Slways
stralghtiosward changing gears as 1he bresde
Bl &s well &5 being functional cane has been
Laken to maintein seme symaathetic detalls - for
enample, the curved shell at the fronl of the

ackoit bulkivend helps direct the habyands

On the water

we took the opportunity to go o Pamic, & wmall
sown 30 eries south of La Trimild where ‘Batish is
pased, soiing Wilh & Badgue crew wha afe minded
to sweap Ll 4E3 for 2 new A20RC. They, too,
ware pretand. We had balween i and 1 wnots
of winder wilght breezs, and sunsnime. Perfict,

Tha holm has planty of space with the sheed,
and rudder, quits far farward. This lgaves amph
room for & Sedicated tactician IF that is your
asraference Tne helm hed e smpes foo] Srades
and & Qand seating posiltion. The mansheet
yyalem in & standard Gedman A-style wilh the
Rorstan track nmning Tull widgth of he cockpit
Tipor just forward of the helm affording goad
chrmmunication, essenlial on this boal.

Tod boat was Mmply & pleasure to sail, but not
especiaily easy bo gl on and drive D00 per cent 3
thie tima, 15 @ 40-footer which will reward
reaLonably accomplished Redms and good Srews,
which is not to say il is 2 hard boat o sail. It feeis
yery Centimetre a swesl modern racer-Crutses
and, ry-af-joys, with everything sef up perfactiy
1o thie raceCoutE I wis & defght

Upeind The 40RT Is fingeriip-light on the heim,
With @ sublio grodve. Whan you ane i that groove
it |5 obviows because you have max speed and
muilt height and it 5 a challenge to the senses,
sHill 2nd communication bo keep &n that high nole.
There is Tittle welght on the rudder and while asch
movement is pokllive If would Do dty 10 Over-use
thie whael, b 720 kriots of tris breese we cimbed
throwgh 6.5 10 71 knots bool wposd. tacking
through sbout 73 or T4 degrees. Anyithing above
11 er 7.2 mnd you were vt ing oW, I marginal
condEion commanication with the trimmars 5
vited, mol ever-sgueazing the b coming out 11
rarcks gnd giving the bost seconds o bidd speed
whaen the bragae is lighter

Cartalnty the Boal lelk guitk an respons|ye
hard on the wind $rew weight on the rail i
reewarsied, it i not especially tandar Bul neiiher
does it Feet stitf when pressed. The few Bmes we
mad her pleddad thece was ample feel on the Feim,
aithough our opposite member from a Spanish
mapaling did manage Lo &pén the boal oul on &
fighl spdnnaker resch,

Changes to ssil and Boat trim got an immediate
response. The ALQ atceleraied evenly oul of the
{ach, put rewanded ratfer than recured good
tacking, It is always toUgh assessing pericrmance
in isclaktion but the A80RC certainly seemad 1o
nave 8l the toobs in all the rghl pleoes 10.do 3
pood job. You could sgueeze = high mode tor
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coming off the starl and still make good speed, bul
%0 boo thars is enowdh bl volume 1o Qo bow down
16 get sut of trouble, Unike some NATOW walering
IRC eadmine one-offs, which bend to fall ower
Downwing the bodl tracked neally but reguined
a goad understanding and communication
o bween the trimemors and hedm, espacialy in fhe
fighter condifions. Our Spanish-English-French
imbariace wa not perfect but there wid & General
reafisathon that the boat was bapdy encugh VNG
runeing, Coming up & fie degress Brought [he
boat @ bit more afve. At 130 degraes AWA we
made a0 oftortiess (that is Lo say with very
tetsurely Besque trimmingl) &45, 6.5 in 1 knois
TWS. 0On somithing close 10 & beam reath in
WOkmaks we wibre up to T8 (o 8.2 In Khis TWS,
Rating-wise, initially the 40RC, with the
stanagrd Lahaped Neel, has boen sailing off |08
which has core down fo 1053, while ‘Ara’ 915
off 1300 with a Tl

Down below

The interke is wser-friendly, well-finshid ano
perectly ataquats. Those signature semd-teardnog
windows brings i plenty of light. and It 12els
Fpacis, chean and cool, The Fodreery Wi, kn
moabl mahagany, ks euobllent and everything i
tastetul, functional and well finished lor the price.
(n incloment days of evenings youd hapeily
spend fime beiow chewing ceer the day’s events,
and thie i ampte combortabls pctommodation
far crews who will sleep aboard at regatlas. inad
the boat witl sheen 10,

There are big, twin symmetrical double cating aft,
and a large. good double berth forwerd. The galley is
spaticus with two burmer stove and avin, & 75 lire
few<mna, plenty of lange. chosed kockors and Lawmasr
halch cverhead. Dppodite these (5 a good. forward
facing navigation sdation with good, accessile speld
{0 place Instruments, Ad will a5 amphe stowage.

The main saleon Area (& spaciou with

Lait The T/81he rig i
tworsaresder abioy, but
e majarity of ricers
will opt for ke Fermula
Hoars Bigh modulas
carben rig.

Tep The alphstiare teas:
drop windses Bring
planty of light dows
Badgw, which wiil sieep 10
BN,

Abows The gech Eveut 15
enceliant ang easy 19
wark, with @ German A-
tyyls mainahest,
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Apzes The slafn saction
is sfightly sguarer and &
lietss maors pawertul thas
the 435, with a mocest
pesrhang which reduces
driag in the gkt But
agd sHwclive waterlina
a3 the beal héess

ANSWER BACK

from Major Mike Lawrence
of the Army Sailing Association

Thes articie Bghiighis mamy of S reasent Mhat
1k Army Shimng ALLociEson opted [or The RIOHL
Thiere wih & Dalanca fo b founs belween fmang
& boat [hal woutd sacie and smpire fpcerl 10w
within L 38y noft be bow dduntag Chit
wimd prowind UL b Seeriopeag the fecing
shiths ol oot sehineg TaiEnt A0t e be b
haciied uo wilh @ bulld gesfity Fhat wodd
the oal Isugh many wEssans o demanding
Inshore ani Ofihor acng. WER the LE0RT =
are ol that we hiss loued & bos 1Rt
Ficks all the Tight aes

wihin 18 haurs of fies? howling & 488 on ‘Brimh
Soapier tre A40RL, we wene on The HET e of the
Warsash B Boat Savies Raving thioan oo hat inlo
{re Rales Commodares’ Dop Drs kooesng for 2
mitdta- boat slob. & Wechimd sl fifeh prevented o
Iroim getting any mslioment dath w0 e 5ad Lo il
1 0 Feek-of the Soal. We wive Rt Gssppowmied
mil® iha boabipess and 1he peritimatce of (5
hpat relaties bo opf COMpEibors o Smkerly retag
[T Ll ]

b c7ew of mipid gapeTencE grkly selied &G
e m chisicy of waiing the boat. much maited Dy
the funciionaliy of the weii-desgned oOipl. Rem
ang rirrewry (ot that seeed il gl Wi
eaudy lound iy HONG AS e Qe ame ChanQed 0
migtch the ilting pressre. ke & frd sl thems
& Yooking Jo0d &) e Boal ta s moie ko
igive: Carben 7i-aad rudasr wers seee = exbenlial
{or achievng o Mol taCing spec Wsh mn @ 1aleg
ol 195, cherp ls consiferabiz aehonstan Wil
out leo i 10 wWiat 230 o8 achervpd o e LETRL
divind @ TARDE] (NANATE Camgamgn which wdl
run concwently with 3 BORT cangaige

n
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